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President´s Message from November 4th, 2011
As a Seattle resident for 25 years, I have never had such a short summer, when the above 85 degree temperature time was counted in mere minutes. Before we knew it, autumn was here already. 
The lazy summer leisure is gone; the board of WITS is once again energized and in full-swing. Our advocacy committee is busy summarizing members‘ responses and sending feedback regarding the AOC Interpreter Disciplinary Rules, protesting the Health Care Administration‘s (HCA) cuts to interpreter services funding; while our Board Nominating Committee tries for the first time to run an electronic election this fall. There is a very able slate of candidates for the next two-year term: Spanish interpreter Milena Calderari–Waldron, Vietnamese interpreter David Neathery and Spanish interpreter Nancy Leveson. 
Our Program Committee, along with our sister organization, NOTIS, held a wonderful celebration of International Translators Day at the Museum of Flight, and our Membership Committee, partnering with the King County Superior Court Interpreter coordinators office, started a membership drive to attract more court interpreters as members, especially those newly certified and registered. We also redefined our membership categories. A new WITS membership brochure is in the making. 
October is a busy month for us. We have WASCLA to attend, an ATA conference to catch, and the holiday season looming. Everyone is busy and productive. If you could just take a few minutes to read this newsletter, you will be better informed of what is happening in the Washington State translators and interpreters‘ world: you would learn that there are more organizational players in the field, more regulatory policies floating around and more proposed cuts to the state budget for interpreters. With the new internet voting capability, casting your vote has never been easier so we expect a high voting rate. 
The leadership at WITS aims to work closely with all stake holders in promoting the interests of our membership. Together with our sister organization, NOTIS, we are working hard to coordinate our efforts in membership promotion. Remember: If you join both organizations, your membership dues per organization are $40, versus $45. So you will save a total of $10. This is just one way to show appreciation for your participation. WITS and NOTIS will collaborate on planning events for continuing education, celebrations and holiday parties, as well as our coordinating our advocacy efforts to preserve, pro-mote and improve our profession. To put everything in perspective, the leadership of NOTIS and WITS leadership has decided to pool our talent together in planning for next year. A joint leadership retreat is planned for Nov. 12th. Any member of WITS with a suggestion or issue to be brought up at this retreat is welcome to join us in person. Pre-registration with your president (Barbara@goamcan.com or 206 380-6823) is required. 
Our next board meeting will be held on December 4th. Personally, it has been a true honor to serve as your president for the past two years. Thanks for your enthusiastic support during my tenure. On behalf of WITS board and committees, I wish every WITS member a very happy holiday season and a prosperous 2012.
